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number of nieces and nephews. Our commu-
nity is a much better place to call home be-
cause of Josie’s timeless memory and she will 
be deeply missed. 
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HONORING ANDREW CUNNINGHAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Andrew 
Cunningham. Andrew is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
708, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Andrew has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Andrew has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, An-
drew has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Andrew Cunningham for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Black History Month and to pay trib-
ute to two important African Americans from 
Alabama’s First Congressional District. 

While researching the history of some of my 
predecessors, I discovered that two of the ear-
liest African Americans to serve in Congress 
actually represented the First Congressional 
District. Mr. Benjamin S. Turner served in the 
House of Representatives from 1871 to 1873, 
and Mr. Jeremiah Haralson served in the 
House from 1875 to 1877. I believe it is very 
fitting that we take time to recognize the last-
ing impact these individuals had on our area, 
but more importantly the influence they had on 
our nation. 

Both Mr. Turner and Mr. Haralson were 
born into slavery and not provided a quality 
education. These men did not let slavery stop 
them from becoming educated, as both men 
worked hard to self-educate. After being freed 
from slavery, Mr. Turner and Mr. Haralson fol-
lowed different paths to Congress. Mr. Turner 
became a successful businessman in south 
Alabama and was elected tax collector and 
councilman in Dallas County, Alabama. Mr. 
Haralson worked as a farmer and a minister 
before being elected to the Alabama State 
House of Representatives and later the Ala-
bama State Senate. Both men would go on to 
represent the First Congressional District in 
Congress as Republicans, the same seat I 
now hold. 

Mr. Speaker, these men serve as a great 
example and an important reminder about our 

nation’s history. These men remind us of the 
great American ideal that each and every per-
son, regardless of the color of their skin, 
should have an opportunity to achieve their 
dreams. Thanks to the dedication and persist-
ence of men like Mr. Turner and Mr. Haralson, 
today there are 46 black lawmakers serving in 
the 114th Congress, including the first-ever fe-
male, black Republican. 

So during Black History Month, I encourage 
all Americans to take time to reflect on the 
past because looking to the past is the only 
true way to really understand common human-
ity. Let us remember the impact of Represent-
atives Turner and Haralson and the countless 
other African Americans from Southwest Ala-
bama who have made a lasting impact on our 
cities, states, and country. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 596, REPEAL OF THE PA-
TIENT PROTECTION AND AF-
FORDABLE CARE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 596 a bill to repeal the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

This is the 56th attempt by House Repub-
licans to repeal the Affordable Care Act. 

After 55 attempts it was my hope that this 
new Congress would begin its work in a more 
productive manner. We should be addressing 
the need to eliminate sequestration, the impor-
tance of raising the minimum wage, provide 
universal access to child care, and the pas-
sage of a jobs bill that rebuilds our nation’s in-
frastructure. 

Instead we continue to waste precious legis-
lative time on fighting this effort to hurting 
Americans who need affordable, assessable 
and available healthcare. 

The Affordable Care Act is the law of the 
land. Instead of attempting to repeal and un-
dermine this law, we should use our time to 
work together to make improvements where 
necessary and ensure its smooth implementa-
tion. 

Many of those most in need of the 
healthcare coverage provided by the Afford-
able Care Act live in the Districts of many 
members on both sides of this argument. 
Texas, my own state, leads the list of states 
with the highest percentages of uninsured 
residents. 

Those states with the highest percentage of 
uninsured base on a report by the Bureau of 
the Census ‘‘Health Insurance Coverage in the 
United States: 

Texas with 22.1 percent, Florida with 20.0 
percent, Nevada with 20.7 percent, Georgia 
with 18.8 percent, Alaska with 18.5 percent, 
Oklahoma with 17.7 percent, and Arizona with 
17.1 percent. 

The highest concentration of the uninsured 
is the poor. The Affordable Care Act provides 
to states at no cost options for residents to en-
roll in healthcare programs through Medicaid. 
Unfortunately, some states like my state of 
Texas has rejected this important component 
of the Affordable Care Act for those in the 
state in most need of healthcare. 

Other states that have not adopted the pro-
visions of the law that expand Medicaid in-
clude Texas, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, Alaska, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, Kansas, Montana, Idaho, Utah, 
Missouri, Virginia, Wisconsin, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Wyoming and Maine. 

Instead of focusing on protecting and caring 
for the health of our constituents, we are al-
lowing partisan games to interfere with serving 
the best interest of our Districts. 

There are 20 days before enrollment in the 
online Marketplaces will begin, the House ma-
jority is bringing this bill to deter the implemen-
tation of this key provision of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

This latest attempt to prevent implementa-
tion of Obamacare would stop any premium 
tax credits from being provided until the HHS 
Inspector General Office certifies there is a 
program in place that ‘‘successfully and con-
sistently verifies’’ household income and cov-
erage requirements for those applying for 
these credits. 

Conveniently, there is no way that this new 
requirement would be met in a timely fashion 
because the HHS IG office does not have the 
resources, staff or expertise to undertake such 
a certification. Therefore, since the new re-
quirement will likely not be met, the Affordable 
Care Act will be drastically inhibited. 

The impact of the enactment of this GOP 
bill would be to delay millions of qualified 
Americans from getting health coverage. The 
new requirement would deny millions of our 
hard-working constituents from getting the pre-
mium tax credits they are clearly eligible for 
beginning on January 1, 2014. 

This is how the income verification program 
under the HHS regulations works to hinder the 
Affordable Care Act. 

To get tax credits to make their health insur-
ance affordable, individuals will have to submit 
their projected annual household income. 

All income data submitted through the Mar-
ketplaces will be checked with IRS data, So-
cial Security data, and current wage informa-
tion. 

If there is an inconsistency between income 
projection claims and proven past income, the 
Marketplaces will require additional docu-
mentation from applicants. 

In addition, Marketplaces will check em-
ployer coverage information from the applicant 
and their employer against data from the: Of-
fice of Personnel Management and the SHOP 
Marketplaces (where available) as well as 
other data sources approved by HHS to verify 
eligibility for the tax credits. 

If applicant information and other data do 
not match, the Marketplaces will ask for fur-
ther supporting documentation. 

Furthermore, all payments of premium tax 
credits are reconciled by IRS the following 
year. The income data submitted is reconciled 
against the actual wages and health coverage 
information on the individual’s income tax re-
turn. If there is an inconsistency, the applicant 
pays back the excess, subject to statutory 
limit. There is l00% income verification and 
reconciliation on this back-end. 

I cannot understand the continuous rejection 
by the Republicans against the Affordable 
Care act when the idea of everyone paying 
something towards their healthcare was a Re-
publican idea put into practice in the State of 
Massachusetts by the former Republican pres-
idential candidate, Mitt Romney. 
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